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HOW TO APPLY

The B.S. in Environmental Health is a minimum 
requirements major, which means that applicants 
who meet the minimum prerequisites and can 
complete the degree within the UW’s maximum 
time frame will be admitted. For more information, 
contact an adviser: deohs.washington.edu, 
ehug@uw.edu, (206) 543-4207

Wafa Tafesh (right) interned with the Duwamish River 
Clean-up Coalition, and is now an Environmental 
Specialist at Recology CleanScapes. 

FROM EDUCATION TO PRACTICE, INTERNSHIPS 
TO CAREERS

Many Environmental Health majors go directly into 
career level positions after graduation.  We have 
alumni working in environmental health related 
agencies of the federal government, such as the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  We also have 
alumni working at county and state level agencies, 
such as Public Health Seattle King County and the 
Washington State Department of Health.

Other alumni go into the private sector, working 
for environmental consulting firms and biotech 
companies.  Another career pathway for many 
alumni is occupational safety; they are working 
for companies including Amazon and Boeing. 
Alumni consistently report that the experience and 
skills they gained through the 400 hour required 
internship were essential to landing their first job.

The Bachelor of Science in Environmental Health is a great fit for students who love science, and who 
are passionate about using their scientific skills to address human health issues related to the built 
and natural environments.  This applied science program introduces students to the basic principles of 
chemical and microbiological sampling, epidemiology, toxicology and risk assessment. Students complete 
a 400 hour internship, which further prepares them to become the next generation of environmental 
public health practitioners.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH MAJOR



 

    
ENVIRONMENTAL & OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SCIENCES DEOHS.WASHINGTON.ED

U 

ADMISSION 
 

 

The B.S. in Environmental Health is a minimum 

requirements major, which means that applicants who 

meet the minimum prerequisites and can complete the 

degree within the UW’s maximum time frame will be 

admitted. The application deadline is the third Friday of 

each quarter. Courses can be in progress at the time of 

application. 

 

Early Admission (fewer than 6 quarters and 90 credits 

completed) 

 Minimum cumulative 3.00 GPA, with a minimum 

2.0 grade in each individual course below 

 5 credits English composition 

 CHEM 142, CHEM 152 

 MATH 124 or Q SCI 291 

 

Upper-Division Admission (more than 6 quarters and 90 

credits completed) 

 Minimum cumulative 2.50 GPA, with a minimum 

2.0 grade in each individual course below 

 Early admission prerequisites 

 BIOL 180, BIOL 200, BIOL 220 

 One of the following general and organic chemistry 

sequences: 

o CHEM 142, CHEM 152, CHEM 220 

o CHEM 142, CHEM 152, CHEM 223, CHEM 

224, CHEM 241 

o CHEM 142, CHEM 152, CHEM 162, CHEM 

237, CHEM 238, CHEM 241 

 

INTERNSHIP 
 

 

All Environmental Health students complete a 400 hour 

required internship, which usually takes place over summer 

quarter. The field internship is intended to provide students 

with an opportunity to use the knowledge and skills learned 

in the classroom in an actual work setting. It is intended to 

be both practical and educational. Some students intern 

with public health agencies such as Centers for Disease 

Control, Washington State Department of Health, or local 

health departments. Other students intern with private 

companies such as Boeing and Amazon.  

 

 

MEET CURRENT STUDENT 
DEANNA LY 

 
 

Why are you passionate about public health? 

My dad is from Laos and when he was approved to come to 

the U.S. many years ago, he had a medical screening and 

found out he had tuberculosis (TB). TB is still very common 

in Southeast Asia but it can be prevented. I want to help 

prevent children from suffering from an infectious disease 

like TB. 

 

Why did you choose environmental health? 

I thought about majoring in public health, but it wasn’t 

exactly what I was looking for. I stumbled upon 

environmental and occupational health, and met with an 

advisor. The work is hands on, technical and science 

related. It encompassed everything that I was interested in. 

 

What do you find most interesting about environmental 

health? 

Environmental health is universal – it incorporates 

everything from the air we breathe to the water we drink. It 

plays a large role in our everyday lives. 

 

Tell us about your internships. 

I just finished a health and safety internship with a local 

construction company. They did a lot of sandblasting and 

workers were required to wear full-face respirators. I went 

into the field to take air quality tests and respirator fit tests. 

This summer, I have an internship with the health and 

safety team at Amazon.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nationally Accredited 
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